R epublic of tljz Philippines
Bepartment of Education

REGION IV- A CALABARZON
CITY SCHOOLS DIVISION OF THE CITY OF TAYABAS

26 August 2026

DIVISI%\I g]gAORgN‘]?D&T?l\éI

CLARIFICATION ON THE APPROVAL OF NEW REQUESTS IN THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF ONLINE DISTANCE LEARNING (ODL)
IN BASIC EDUCATION

To:  Assistant Schools Division Superintendent
Chief Education Supervisors
Heads, Public and Private Elementary and Secondary Schools
Heads, Unit/Section
All Others Concerned

| In reference to Regional Memorandum No. 542, s. 2026 titled
Clarification on the Approval of New Requests in the Implementation of
Online Distance Learning (ODL) in Basic Education, this Office reiterates the
guidance on the above-mentioned subject.

2 Please be guided by the following directives and updates from the
Department of Education:

a. Pause the approval of new requests for ODL;
b. In-person instruction priority;
c. Permissible Non-Face-to-Face Modalities.

18 Attached is a copy of the Regional Memorandum for your reference and
guidance.

4, Immediate dissemination of and compliance with this Memorandum are
hereby directed.

For:

CELEDONI§ B. BALDERAS JR.
Schools Diyision Superintendent

By:

)\

HERBERT D. PEREZ
Assistant S¢hools Divitsion Superintendent
Officer-in-C targe

Address: Brgy. Potol, Tayabas City
Telephone No.: (042) 785-9615

Email Address: tayabas.city@deped.gov.ph
Website: https://www.sdotayabascity.ph
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DIVISION MEMORANDUM
No. © 066 s 202 Page 2 of 2

Encl.: As stated
Reference: Regional Memorandum No. 542, s. 2026
To be indicated in the Perpetual Index

under the following subjects:

FLEXIBLE LEARNING PROGRAM
ONLINE DISTANCE LEARNING

SGOD- clarification on the approval of new requests in the implementation of online distance learning (odl)
in basic education
RECBGNLR-010169/August 26, 2026
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12 August 2026

Regional Memorandum
No. 542, s. 2026

CLARIFICATIONS ON THE APPROVAL OF NEW REQUESTS

IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ONLINE DISTANCE

LEARNING (ODL) IN BASIC EDUCATION

To: Assistant Regional Director
Schools Division Superintendents
Public and Private Elementary and Secondary School Heads
All Others Concerned

1. In reference to the enclosed letter from the Bureau of Learning Delivery (BLD)
dated August 4, 2026, signed by Director 1V, Gerson Marvin M. Abesamis, this
Office advises all Schools Division Offices (SDOs) public and private basic

education schools regarding the agpmval of new requests seeking {p

offer Online

Distance Learning (ODL)or similar arrangements as a regular learning delivery

modality.

2. Please be guided by the following directives and updates from the Department of

Education:

a. Pause the approval of New requests for ODL: Given the lack of explicit and
consolidated guidance in the previous issuances, the Regional Office and all
Schools Division Offices are advised to pause the approval of new requests
from public and private schools seeking to offer ODL or similar arrangements

as a regular learning delivery modality pending the issuance of

Learning Program (FLP) policy.

the Flexible

b. In-Person Instruction Priority: In-person instruction remains the primary -~
mode of learning delivery in basic education under DepEd Order 09, s. 2026

c. Permissible Non-Face-to-Face Modalities: Blended and fully online learning

may only be implemented under the following conditions:

o During emergencies and class disruptions as part of learning continuity

measures under DepEd Order No. 014, s. 2026.

e For eligible learners formally enrolled in recognized alternative
programs such as Homeschooling or the Open High School Program

(OHSP) in strict compliance with DepEd Order No. 001, s.

2022

Telephone No.: 02-8682-2114
Email Address: regionda @deped.gov.ph
Website: depedcalabarzon.ph

Address: Gate 2, Karangalan Village, Cainta, Rizal
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(Revised Policy Guidelines on the Homeschooling Program (HsP) and
DepEd Order No. 46, s. 2006 (Guidelines in the pilot implementation of
the Open High School Program (OHSP).

3. The forthcoming Flexible Learning Program (FLP) policy will harmonize existing
alternative delivery modes and provide detailed guidance regarding authorization
processes, minimum standards, monitoring, enrollment, assessment, and
arrangements for learners residing outside the Philippines.

4. For immediate dissemination, strict compliance, and guidance of all cgncerned.
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Department of Chucation
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Office of the Director
Auwunt 4 2026

CARLITO D. ROCAFORT
imrector 1V
Deptd Regianal Ofiice iV A UAI ABARZON

[y Director Rocafort:

Wartn precungs from the Bureau of Learmung ebiv ey
This refers to your letter dated 27 July 2026 requesting, clanfication on the

implementation of Cirdine Distancre Learning {ODLY 1 basie cducation

The Departmaent s hinaiang the policy on the Fiexible Leacung Program (FLPL whoch
will harmonize existing alternative delivery modes into programs for learners who are
at risk of dropping out or who face harmers 1o parbopataig < pularly 1 classroomi
based learming. The pohioy will include clearer guidelines on the unplententation ul

.

3
fivh School Program, under which ODL may b used as o learming dehivers

e lpru
rrvoedality

The proposed policy s currently with the Policy and Planning Senvice for final checks

It sl subsequentdy undergo fmal fepal review before it ssuance, which 1s tarseted
wathun the month

Pending the tssuance of the FLP poliey the exishitng Depattment Orders and uther
Lesuances eited i vour letter remainan effect. However, uiven the Lick of exphoit and
consohdated gwdance in (these Previous Issuanees, Recional Offtces and Schools
Division Offices are advised ta pause the approval of new requests from pubhc and
private scheoals secking 1o after ODL or sinular arrangements as a regular leammag
dehvery moedality

The Department mainlasns that in person msirachon s the praumary  mode ol
jearming  delivery, Blended  learmmng owhether  supps wtedd by digtal or ponmted
unng may be amplemented duringe emergeacies and

wmng cottimtaty measures under Deplid Order Mo

resources——and fully onlhine le

class disruptions as part ol

014, & 2026, or for chigible lcarners formally enrolled 1n recopmzed proprams such
as the Open High School Program o Horneschooling

The fortheommng FLP policy wall provide more definiive agnidance on the matters

ratsed in Fems 2 to 7 oof vour letter aincluding

e the authomzatton and approval process fur schools
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«  the pequarements apphcable 1o pub

of Ebucation

lic and private schools:
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e mpumiiamn standards ana cpraali Vv ESNUTATIee et hasmsms:

e manitorng. evalitation, and supervision,

e the treatment of learners in errolliniont. assessment, promaotion, graduation

certification, and school res nrds, ar

« arrangemoents o learners restding

We apprectate the i gional Oftice’s etlon
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aatsicle the Phubippines

10 Seck consestent edance helorc acting

on requests from schools Should vour Office find it heiptal, the DBureaul may organize
i

4 bhrwehing on the proposed Open thph School Prograng and
M

windelhmnes winle the policy 15 undervoing |
Thank vou, and we look forw ardd 1o enntin
Viery truly yours,
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Directar IV
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